WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A print schedule planning method of planning a 
schedule for printing processes consisting of a series of 

5 processes including a machine plate making process for 

making a machine plate of a printing machine, said print 
schedule planning method comprising steps of: 

obtaining information concerned with the series of 
processes; and 

10 creating a schedule plan for first half processes 

in such a manner that a scheduling is performed in 
accordance with a fastest-schedule scheme for first half 
processes terminating up to the machine plate making 
process of the series of processes obtained in the 

15 obtaining step, and creating a schedule plan for latter 
half processes in such a manner that a scheduling is 
performed in accordance with a latest-schedule scheme for 
latter half processes starting after a starting point of 
the machine plate making process of the series of processes 

20 obtained in the obtaining step. 

2. A print schedule planning method according to 
claim 1, wherein after creating the schedule plan of the 
first half processes and the schedule plan of the latter 

25 half processes, it is detected whether there is any 

overlapping of schedules between the schedule plan of the 
first half processes and the schedule plan of the latter 
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half processes. 

3. A print schedule planning system for planning 

a schedule for printing processes consisting of a series of 
5 processes including a machine plate making process for 

making a machine plate of a printing machine, said print 
schedule planning system comprising: 

obtaining means for obtaining information 
concerned with the series of processes; and 

10 schedule plan creating means for creating a 

schedule plan for first half processes in such a manner 
that a scheduling is performed in accordance with a 
fastest-schedule scheme for first half processes 
terminating up to the machine plate making process of the 

15 series of processes obtained by said obtaining means, and 
for creating a schedule plan for latter half processes in 
such a manner that a scheduling is performed in accordance 
with a latest-schedule scheme for latter half processes 
starting after a starting point of the machine plate making 

20 process of the series of processes obtained by said 
obtaining means. 

4. A print schedule planning system according to 
claim 3, wherein said schedule plan creating means has 

25 overlapping detection means for detecting as to whether 

there is any overlapping of schedules between the schedule 
plan of the first half processes and the schedule plan of 
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the latter half processes. 

5. A print schedule planning program storage 
medium storing a print schedule planning program for 
5 forming on a computer system a print schedule planning 
system for planning a schedule for printing processes 
consisting of a series of processes including a machine 
plate making process for making a machine plate of a 
printing machine, said print schedule planning program 

10 comprising: 

obtaining means for obtaining information 
concerned with the series of processes; and 

schedule plan creating means for creating a 
schedule plan for first half processes in such a manner 

15 that a scheduling is performed in accordance with a 
fastest-schedule scheme for first half processes 
terminating up to the machine plate making process of the 
series of processes obtained by said obtaining means, and 
for creating a schedule plan for latter half processes in 

20 such a manner that a scheduling is performed in accordance 
with a latest-schedule scheme for latter half processes 
starting after a starting point of the machine plate making 
process of the series of processes obtained by said 
obtaining means. 
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